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Privacy Notice for the Baby Biome Study (BBS) 
 

The Baby Biome Study (BBS) is a research study that aims to find out how microbes, 
such as bacteria and viruses interact with our immune system in the  early years. Using 
this information, we want to find out why we stay healthy, and why we sometimes get 
sick. The BBS is trying to build a picture of how our experiences as babies shape our 
lives. 

 
The BBS is a UK birth cohort study and biobank, with longitudinal follow-up through 
electronic health data linkage to undertake ground-breaking research in this field. The 
overall aims of the full study are to investigate the relationships between infant 
microbiota and the immune system, environment, clinical and feeding practices and 
subsequent health outcomes. This study has been funded by the Wellcome Trust and 
University of Birmingham. 

 
University College London (UCL), University of Birmingham (UoB), University 
Hospitals Birmingham (UHB) NHSFT, University Hospital of Leicester NHS Trust, 
University College London Hospitals (UCLH) NHSFT, Barking, Havering and 
Redbridge University Hospitals (BHRUT) NHS Trust, and the Wellcome Trust Sanger 
Institute are running the evaluation collaboratively. The BBS team is based at UCL. 

 
 

Data Controller: 
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clinical and observational data into the UCL data warehouse. UCL will then send the 
identifiable data to UHB, at which point UHB will store in their warehouse, on their 
servers. UHB will then hold the identifiable information needed for linking their data to 
NHS Digital. UHB then sends this data to NHS Digital to be linked to HES/Mortality 
datasets. NHS Digital will then send pseudonymized data back to UHB, who will then 
send this off to UoB/UCL for further processing/analysis, at pseudonymized level. All 
access to patient data will be managed whilst adhering to strict protocols. 
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