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The problem 
 
On 10 July 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/crime-against-businesses-findings-from-the-2018-commercial-victimisation-survey
https://repository.lboro.ac.uk/articles/Repeated_bank_robbery_themes_and_variations/9580787
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/140438501753737633?casa_token=5Ije3XpeFbUAAAAA:AusssDbL_BPxWVkQmHpXyXkk5_lKMVOHpmbOngRuxTUNnAbkQtsHKI0UgzkkIhAS-i7_5eEwyNPNAg
https://www.lutontoday.co.uk/news/crime/armed-robbers-wearing-surgical-masks-and-latex-gloves-raid-luton-shop-2533295
https://www.insider.com/coronavirus-armed-robbers-use-face-masks-to-hold-up-stores-2020-5
https://www.insider.com/coronavirus-armed-robbers-use-face-masks-to-hold-up-stores-2020-5


                        
 

This is one of a series of short, speculative papers developed by the UCL Jill Dando Institute during 
the current pandemic. It is edited by Nick Tilley and Gloria Laycock and published by University 
College London. The raison d’être of the series is fully described at: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/jill-
dando-institute/research/covid-19-special-papers   

 

 
Some ideas in response 
 
¶ Till and shop-counter screens introduced to prevent virus spread could be double-purpose if 

sufficiently target-hardened to reduce robbery. Screens reduced robberies at post offices (Ekblom 
1987) and building societies (Austin 1988). 

¶ Tactics to prevent repeat and near repeat robberies are likely to prove fruitful since we know that 
successful commercial robbers return to the same, nearby or same-type premises. 

¶ Police and retail partners should consider offering relevant crime prevention advice to high risk 
businesses (see e.g. that by West Yorkshire Police). 

¶ Close monitoring and further research are needed to establish if there have been changes in modus 

/jill-dando-institute/research/covid-19-special-papers
/jill-dando-institute/research/covid-19-special-papers
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.459.5871&rep=rep1&type=pdf
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.459.5871&rep=rep1&type=pdf
https://popcenter.asu.edu/sites/default/files/problems/robbery_banks/PDFs/Austin_1988.pdf
http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/111258/1/Farrell%20and%20Pease%20(2017)%20Preventing%20Repeat%20and%20Near%20Repeat%20Crime%20Concentrations.pdf
https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/advice/business-security/business-security/commercial-robbery
https://popcenter.asu.edu/sites/default/files/problems/robbery_banks/PDFs/Austin_1988.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/crime-against-businesses-findings-from-the-2018-commercial-victimisation-survey
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/140438501753737633?casa_token=5Ije3XpeFbUAAAAA:AusssDbL_BPxWVkQmHpXyXkk5_lKMVOHpmbOngRuxTUNnAbkQtsHKI0UgzkkIhAS-i7_5eEwyNPNAg
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/140438501753737633?casa_token=5Ije3XpeFbUAAAAA:AusssDbL_BPxWVkQmHpXyXkk5_lKMVOHpmbOngRuxTUNnAbkQtsHKI0UgzkkIhAS-i7_5eEwyNPNAg
https://repository.lboro.ac.uk/articles/Repeated_bank_robbery_themes_and_variations/9580787
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/272819194_Repeat_Victimization
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/272819194_Repeat_Victimization
https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/advice/business-security/business-security/commercial-robbery

