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Contact sexual crimes against children have traditionally been thought of as lone perpetrator 
offences. Research suggests that just 8% of child sex offenders knowingly met another offender 
prior to conviction and only 5% committed an offence with another person.  Recent developments in 
the UK suggest group-based child sex offending may be more common than previously thought.   

A series of high-profile 
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DEFINITION: The UK Department of Schools, Children and Families guidance states that:  

µ6H[XDO�H[SORLWDWLRQ of children and young people under 18 involves exploitative situations, contexts 
DQG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZKHUH�\RXQJ�SHRSOH��RU�D� WKLUG�SHUVRQ�RU�SHUVRQV�� UHFHLYH� µVRPHWKLQJ¶� �H�J�� IRRG��
drugs, alcohol, accommodation, cigarettes, affection, gifts, money) as a result of them performing, 
DQG�RU�DQRWKHU�RU�RWKHUV�SHUIRUPLQJ�RQ�WKHP��VH[XDO�DFWLYLWLHV¶� 

Child sexual exploitation (CSE) can be broken down into the four general categories; online, peer-
on-peer, institutional and community-based. Familial offences are not normally considered CSE. 
This document addresses community-based CSE, which includes the sex trafficking of children 
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The behaviour involved in community-based child sexual exploitation (CSE) has in all likelihood 
been around for generations. The major change in recent years has been in the responses to the 
crime, rather than the crime itself. Once viewed as child prostitution and/or ‘promiscuous and street-
wise’ children going missing, this is now treated as a serious offence. Consequently, public 
agencies are under growing pressure to deal with the issues involved.  Police forces are 
increasingly initiating proactive investigations into community-based CSE. At a time of resource 
constraints it is important to act in a targeted and effective manner. 

NATIONAL SCOPING STUDY: Faced with mounting concern around community-based CSE, the 
Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP) launched a major nationwide investigation 
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UK GOVERNMENT AND LAW ENFORCEMENT REPORTS  

 Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP) (2011) Out of Mind, Out of Sight. 
Available at:  

http://ceop.police.uk/Documents/ceopdocs/ceop_thematic_assessment_executive_summary.pdf
https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/standard/publicationdetail/page1/DCSF-00689-2009
http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/healthandwellbeing/safeguardingchildren/a00200288/tackling-child-sexual-exploitation-action-plan
http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/healthandwellbeing/safeguardingchildren/a00200288/tackling-child-sexual-exploitation-action-plan
http://62.128.142.21/en/docs/Journal_5.2_2009.pdf#page=41
http://www.barnardos.org.uk/whose_child_now.pdf
http://www.barnardos.org.uk/cuttingthemfree.pdf
http://www.cropuk.org.uk/publications/reports-a-booklets
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/Inform/resourcesforprofessionals/sexualabuse/identifying_sexually_exploited_children_wda85119.html
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/Inform/resourcesforprofessionals/sexualabuse/identifying_sexually_exploited_children_wda85119.html
http://www.beds.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/121873/wgoreport2011-121011.pdf

