
Current policies in the UK’s Family Courts regarding the 
welfare of children are flawed in many aspects. Policies 
such as the Children Acts of 1989 and 2004, fail to 
protect the child and lead to forced child removal and 

violence. 

The causation of the removal of children from their birth 
parents varies depending on different contexts, but it is 





Humanitarian Problems 

Children can suffer psychological damage (aside from potential physical abuse) when they observe their mother or other 

family member being subjected to domestic violence. As a result of witnessing domestic abuse, children may have varying 
cognitive, behavioural and emotional effects over time. 

The potential effects of children witnessed domestic violence:

1. Short-term effects:
● Fear
● Anxiousness

1. Long-term effect:
● Experiencing post-traumatic syndrome
● Abusing drugs & alcohol
●
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