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Humanitarian Policy

Assess for abusive behaviour

Putting Child Welfare at the
Centre of Hague Policy

It is crucial that the existence and severity of alleged abuse be more thoroughly evaluated
and heard during court proceedings.

Children must know their rights

A mandatory child-friendly human rights education
programme should be implemented in all cases.

Executive Summary
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Research & Background We found that the most
common defence for
“taking” mothers was
article 13b, which
accounted for 27% of the
243 applications that
ended in a judicial refusal
(i.e., the child was not
returned). 
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https://assets.hcch.net/docs/d0b285f1-5f59-41a6-ad83-8b5cf7a784ce.pdf
https://www.who.int/news/item/09-03-2021-devastatingly-pervasive-1-in-3-women-globally-experience-violence
https://www.hcch.net/en/instruments/conventions/specialised-sections/child-abduction

