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Karolina Ćwiek-Rogalska 

Coming Back Home? Narratives on the “Recovery” in Post-Displacement Poland 
The postwar period in Central Europe saw a mass displacement of millions of people. In Poland, newly 

established within the changed borders, the simultaneous process of expulsion and resettlement 
took place. After the so-called Recovered Territories, i.e. the formerly German regions were 



healthcare access for these groups. In the specific case of Polish reception of refugees from Ukraine 

in early 2022, the ruling Law and Justice party was prepared to make relatively far-reaching 

legislative changes to facilitate the accommodation of Ukrainians fleeing the invasion, including 
ensuring their access to healthcare. Based on Polish healthcare data research and reports from 
stakeholders, this paper shows that even where the rare political will does exist to accommodate a 

refugee group, existing infrastructures of healthcare and border control have already come to mesh 
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Izabela Grabowska, Ivanna Kyliushyk and Agata Jastrzebowska 

Perceived social support embedded in social capital in three groups in Poland: Ukrainian 

migrants, Polish returnees and non-migrants 

http://www.mymigration.academy/
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economic and legal dimensions, and structures life opportunities. This article explores how 

categories such as ‘Eastern European’ are deployed, invoked and how they are put to work – via 

policy or the law. The analysis shows how neoliberal policies – including the precarization of labour, 
the politics of austerity and the fortification of borders – have attributed a distinctive positionality to 
‘Eastern Europeans’ in West European racial hierarchies. On this basis, I suggest that people from 

Europe’s East are distinctively, yet ambiguously racialised, and discuss various facets of this 
ambiguity. Most notably, ‘Eastern Europe’ is inferiorized within Europe, but is often positioned 

within global racialised categories of ‘Europeanness’. This distinctive racialisation, I argue, is not a 
product of 21st century mobilities but reflects and reproduces the longstanding peripheralization of 

the region. Of course, racialisation shapes people’s everyday lives after migration; yet, it also 
channels the life opportunities of those born in the East of the EU over the course of generations.     

  

Kasia Narkowicz  

The only thing we received was the clapping': experiences of Polish essential workers 
during Covid  
Covid-19 exacerbated existing global inequalities, further deepening the already precarious lives of 

many migrant workers. For Poles in the UK, the pandemic has negatively impacted on their financial 
situation and mental health and contributed to an increased a sense of discrimination. 
Consequently, many Poles are either returning to Poland or considering leaving the UK. To better 

understand the position of Poles in the UK as both Eastern Europeans and as essential workers 
overrepresented in low-

http://www.migrantessentialworkers.com/
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This paper proposes migrant literature as an antidote to bicultural restrictions. It endeavors to 

provide a comparative reading of writings by Polish migrant authors about interactions with other 

migrants in Britain and other migrant writers’ perceptions of Poles. The corpus consists of post-
accession texts. Given that the authors draw on diverse—Polish, British, Ukrainian, Latvian, and 
other East European—traditions of cultural and/or economic Othering, this paper scrutinizes both 

the mutual Orientalizing tendencies and the transnationalizing trajectories involved. 
 

Anne White 

Polish cities of migration: life in Kalisz, Piła and Płock as experienced by Ukrainians and 

‘other foreigners’ -- Armenian, Australian, Bangladeshi, Belarusian, Italian, Kazakh, Kenyan, 
Nigerian, Syrian, Russian, Taiwanese, Turkish, Uruguayan and Venezuelan 
According to statistics, Poland now has net immigration, and, in terms of self-identification, the 

biggest cities are ‘cities of immigration’ rather than ‘emigration’. However, smaller cities present a 

more complex picture. Migration in both directions is significant to their identities. On the one hand, 
foreigners increasingly arrive to work and settle not just in the biggest Polish cities, but also in 
smaller places. On the other, despite Poland’s overall economic growth in recent decades, smaller 
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