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Figure 4Cell number is controlled by the PDGF supply
in a linear, unsaturable fashion
Cell-intrinsic mechanisms do not appear to be responsible
for limiting progenitor cell number during normal embry-
onic development (see previous two paragraphs). It might
be expected that there would be some inbuilt limit on
proliferation as a fail-safe device, however, in case mito-
genic activity in the environment were deregulated some-
how during development or neoplasia. We imagined that
a cell-intrinsic mechanism would kick in to halt cell divi-
sion if we were to induce extreme hyperproliferation of
progenitor cells by elevating PDGF expression beyond
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